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MISSOULA--The Montana Grizzlies return home for the final game of the season at Dornblaser
Stadium to entertain the Northern Colorado Bears this Saturday at 1:30 p.m. MST. · The
Grizzlies have two non-conference games left to close out the 1977 season.

Their conference

mark is now 1-5 and 2-6 overall.
Montana comes off a particularly disturbing 24-19 loss to in-state rival Montana
State.

Although the Grizzlies beat the Bobcats statistically, the Cats held the upper

hand in the scoring column and of course, that's where it counts.
"We continue to improve and are very close to becoming an excellent football team,"
UM head coach Gene Carlson said.

"In the Bobcat game, two defensive plays and one

offensive play meant three touchdowns for them.

Again, mistakes cost us dearly.

Our kids

went into the game with a lot of spirit and great desire and maintained it through the
entire game."
The Grizzlies outgained the Bobcats 486 yards to 326 yards and had nine more first
downs.
Three long runs by Delmar Jones, MSU's junior tailback, provided the difference for
the Bobcats as Jones went 48 yards on a third quarter touchdown run, then came back with a
26-yard run on the next series, followed by a face mask penalty on the Grizzlies.

On the

next play, Jones went 21 yards for the touchdown, giving MSU a 17-0 lead early in the
fourth quarter.
Coming back with a furious pass attack, the Grizzlies scored two times on pass plays
but a crucial interception by the Bobcats set up their final score with a little more than
three minutes left in the game.

The Grizzlies scored once more on a pass play, making the

fj.nal 24-19.
-more-
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Although it was a tough loss for Montana, Carlson saw several bright spots in the
game.
"Offensively, it was our best performance of the season.

We gained 486 yards on

offense and got an outstanding performance from quarterback Tim Kerr.

It was his best day

as a Grizzly with 19 completions on 31 pass attempts for 291 yards and two touchdowns.
Also, Vern Kelly had a great day with seven catches for 121 yards and a touchdown.
receivers had three or

Four

more catches and I was pleased with that," Carlson saidj

"Again, Terry Falcon and Ron Lebsack did a great job on the offensive line.
Defensively, Steve Fisher had a great game with 13 tackles at defensive end.

Sam Martin,

Carm Carteri, Kent Clausen, Kelly Johnson, Matt Van Wormer and Robbie Dews all played well
on defense.

I think MSU's 0-4 passing effort speaks well for our defense," the UM coach

said.
Carlson also pointed out that there were only two turnovers in the entire game (an
intercepted pass and lost fumble by the Grizzlies), which is an unusual statistic.
With Northern Colorado, a 3-5 team, coming to Missoula this Saturday, the Grizzlies
have an opportunity to win their final home game of the season.
The Northern Colorado running game is led by fullback Darrell Scott and tailback
Mike Reilly with 224 yards on 57 carries and 208 yards on 60 carries and two touchdowns,
respectively.

Scott, however, is out for

th~

season with a knee injury.

Senior fullba'.k,

Jim Goodenberger, has 145 yards on 41 carries and a touchdown.
Bill Kenney, a 6-5 senior quarterback, is 78 of 186 with 8 interceptions and 994 yards
passing.

He's thrown for

five touchdowns.

Top

rec~ive~are

30 catches for 446 yards and two touchdowns and flanker Rich

split end Mark McDaniel with
~1arquez

with 27 catches for

310 yards.
The Bears are gaining 108.9 yards on the ground and 146.1 yards in the air for a
of 255 yards a game on offense.
Defensively, they are giving up 166 yards a game on the ground and 165.3 yards a
game in the air for a total of 331.3 yards a game.
-more-

tot~l
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Defensive standouts include senior linebacker Bob Curry (6-1, 215) with 96 tackles
and sophomore linebacker Darwin Kiselich (6-3, 209) with 87 tackles.
The Bears downed the Grizzlies 27-19 last season in Greeley.

This is the second

meeting of the two teams.
"Ne have two games left," Carlson said, "and we'd like to win these games for ourselves .
We've played well and lost some close ones, so our goal is to win these last two games
for our players and our coaches."
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